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Postcolonial theater, neo-colonial subsidies

At around the same time as the Creole revival at the end of the
1970s, Emmanuel Genvrin, of metropolitan French origin, and Jean-
Luc Trulés, a Reunionese returning to his native island, decided to
launch a theater company, which they named after Ambroise Vol-
lard, the art dealer of Reunionese extraction who was a friend of Al-
fred Jarry, and continued the series of Jarry’s Ubu roi with his own
Ubu colonial, after the original author’s death. The first production
of the Théatre Vollard, appropriately enough, was a staging in 1979
of Jarry’s Ubu roi at the Luc Donat Theater in Le Tampon, on a
shoestring budget and making use of masks, sacks and packing
cases as its décor. This was followed by an adaptation of Aimé
Césaire’s Une Tempéte, itself adapted from Shakespeare’s cele-
brated The Tempest. It took until 1981 for the troupe to come up
with an original play, written and directed by Emmanuel Genvrin,
called Marie Dessembre.”® This was a drama of transgressive rela-
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